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Dear Mr, Attorney, o » ; Q. )
In reply to your: inqu.iriea of Zéth last month and 3yd of this‘month, I take . -
the honor to. inform you ‘that the Swiass 2olitice1 Department hasg empowered me to;" v i

make the following statement 1n connection with the defense of 'the former-General

“of the Waffen-55 Gottlod Berger-

' In oxacution of a mission, assigned to me ‘by the Swiss’ Politica.l Department.
I left Switzerland on 26 April 1945 for Bad.—Gastain- and went to ‘salzburg on the
.following day for the protection of military and civilian peraonnel vho were held )

prisoners by Germ&mf. and vho were citizens of countries the inte‘ests of which - '

Swit zerla

On: 8 April 1945 I visited the Caup Laufen near Salzburg, inapecting a x:

special. group. predominant].y Anglo~Saxon ptisoners-of-war.

the locel German milif.ary authoritles that the prieoners would remain in the camp

unti'l "the American troops arrived.

. group of prisoners, three days later, va‘n taken from Laufen to Cemp harkt Pongau

where age.in'I_ vis‘ited.z them.

now to entrnst‘ the prieonere of war in question directly to my care since their
aecurity a1d no ionger appear to be euﬁ‘iciently gu.eranteed. in the camp, '
The csmp Oommander refused to grant this request emphasizing the fact that

he vou.ched.’ for the priaonera with hia life. and that their release could only be

effected on orders from Ss—a»eneral Berger.

e

by “lmpreme Authority“ to. transfer the- members of this prominent group to the
'interior of the’ country, and. the- danger existed that, in» the final hour, they

’ might be treated like hostages, 1n disregard. of the provisions of the Geneve.

Convention, r requeated. infermation about’ General Berger'ts headquarters and imme-
diately d.eparted from Mé.i‘kt Pongau, accompanied. by. the Geman Me;jor Pleach to

see General Berger in St. Johavn in Tyroli, )

i

occupied by Amaricen forces and, as a result of tha ratreating troops and vehiclee.

K

.

As I knew that orders had. been given :

it was very difficult to make any headw_a.y on the roads,

-1 -

had reprosented during the war with respect to the Reich.

Contrary to the given agsurances, however. the

I submitted the request to the German Camp éommnnderb

" This vas the ‘day When Inne‘bruck vas - S ‘

I succeeded, even before

I was agreed vith
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- to pemif. f.he removal of the prisoners. After some difficulties had been overcome. .

T

COoPY ’-'

sundown, in reaching General Berger in Kirchdorf Dear St. Johann where he had . .

established his quarters in a bouse-trailor. He invited me for supper and, in a

_ lengthy conversation which lasted till about midnight, I thoroughly explained to

him the reasons speaking for the immediate reléase of the group. General Berger

showed understanding for ny consideratione by emphaaizing on his own part the B '
8 . . .
dangers threatening the group in case of a prolonged stay within the German sphere '

of authority, dangers which uere particularly ip evidence from the part of o
xaltenbmnner.‘ We aJ.so discussea the technical possibilities of rotransporta.tian

to the homeland. vhic.h had to be efzected by wey of Switzerland or through the d

[

General Berger gave his assurance tbat he would assist ‘us 1n 6btainin}"; a8

. )
. . :

car and the escorting personnel for the transport.
On the following day, )(ay 4th, having returned to Bad-Gastein the same night,

I sent my attacho Buchmueller. with whom I kept in constant telephone connection,

to the Pongau canp. Ee found that General Berger had instructed the camp command.er P

o
tvo vahicles were‘made amilable so that on the same evening the prisoners were

ena‘bled to leave Markt Pongau on their trip to freedom. accompaniad 'by Her. _};.:—.:—‘-——;—-’

' Buchmu.eller, a Goman doctor and two Geman d.rivers.

On che same day. COlonel Heurer called on ma, in Bad—Gastein in order to inform o

me of the doparture at the request of General Berger. ) ‘ .
Prior to the departu.re. the group of priaoners .were taken to General Berger
who gave them overnight accomod.atlona in hi's quarters and made an a irese.

In the early hours of May 5th the group conﬂnued_.,ita Journey aid was enabled.

a

to enter tho American lines directly hefore Innsbruék.

The Svlos Attacha Buchzmeller was given permissmn to return with one of the

Germ&n drivers to Bad-Gastain where he arrived on 7 May and mbmitted. his report
to ‘me. / 4 )
e aa. agreed. th.at the £oregoing statement wnl be treated‘ ag a statement given

a -
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Ao liou of oath. TR _ : ) .
Pleaae accept the asau:ance of my deepest respect. . s
¢ 2
THE-SWISS AMBASSADOR TO AUSTBJA

signed. Feldscher

o

’ ST "Dr. Peter Anton: Feldscher R, :
. o . . Ambassador and Authorized Ministar.

Certified true copy. ) Lo R ' .

_ Slgned: Dr. Georg Froeschmonn

Nuernberg, 7 April 1948 . ... !
: o - Attorney




